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the theological acumen of centuries; but in the plain teach-
ings of Jesus, which are accessible at every stage of intel-
lectual development, and in the human part of the New
Testament history, freed from the mythological alloy of
a wonder-loving age.

For one thing is unmistakably true. That form of belief
which makes the founder of the religion of humanity into
a god, thereby in reality divesting him of his human and
moral significance, has, along with belief in the Trinity and
in miracle, lost its power even over those who still call
themselves Christians with entire conviction. And the
number of those who are wholly alienated from the system
of dogmatic traditions has increased among all classes and
grades of enlightenment, in proportion as men have become
generally convinced that this system is in contradiction with
all the other elements of our intellectual culture. Then
shall our intellectual culture retrograde, in order that
humanity may recover the simple and happy faith of
earlier centuries? Or shall Christianity itself move forward,
like everything else in history, in order to keep its value
for the world of to-day ? The answer to this question can
hardly be doubtful. But our decision as to the proper spirit
in which the religious part of public education should be
carried out is independent even of such considerations. The
broad, human foundation of the Christian view of the world
is of value even to the man \vho is unwilling to give up the
specific traditions of his church, and he is at liberty to
supplement the former with the latter. On the other hand,
if a man is convinced that a Christianity which is to survive
can tolerate no clemfent of mythology, we cannot wish to
make him transmit as sacred truth to his children what he
does not himself believe.

While the unity of the State's life demands uniformity of